LAW    AND    JUSTICE                              6oj
of the changes they made was to abolish the death penalty for ail
except the most serious crimes. In this respect they were very many
years ahead of most European countries, including England.
Of those States of the American Union which have not abolished
the death penalty, some practise hanging, some electrocution; one,
Nevada, executes by lethal gas; and in another, Utah, the condemned
is allowed to choose between hanging and shooting.
In electrocution the condemned is strapped into a specially
constructed chair, where a number of powerful currents of electricity
pass through him. Death is said to be painless and instantaneous, but
there are those who contest this statement. Electrocution was first
practised in the State of New York in 1890. It has since been adopted
by about twenty-five States.
LYNCH   LAW
Lynch law is a term used to denote the principles, or rather absence
of principles, which guide a mob intent on administering what it
imagines to be justice without considering the forms of law.
The name is most probably derived from Charles Lynch (1736-1796),
an American justice of the peace, who, in 1780, illegally imprisoned a
number of men who had formed a conspiracy. His action was loudly
acclaimed, and it inspired others to go and do likewise, often with
the most tragic results. The term lynch law is also supposed to have
been derived from James Lynch Fitzstephen, one-time mayor of Galway,
Ireland, whose sense of justice led him to disregard a strict interpretation
of the law.
Lynch law has operated in many parts of the world even in
recent times, but the term is now usually reserved for outbreaks of mob
" justice " in the less law-abiding States of the American Union, There
lynching is usually only practised on black people. During the forty
years immediately preceding 1926 there were about 4,250 people
lynched in the United States. Of these more than 3,200 were black,
and the great majority took place in the backward Southern States,
Since 1926 there has been a slow but fairly steady decrease in the numbers
of lynchings, and there is good reason to hope that before many years
have passed lynch law will no longer obtain.
FLOGGING
In recent times flogging has been abolished as a punishment in
many civilized countries, including most States of the American Unioa,
Until 1938 it was used in Britain as a punisEment for robbery with
violence and certain other offences, and as a means of maintaining
discipline in prisons. It is now used there only for the last-named
purpose. One instrument in use in Britain is the " cat-o'-nine-taik,"
consisting of an eighteen-inch handle, to which are attached nine knottsed
raw-hide thongs. It is difficult to exaggerate the severity erf pHiishmait
with this instrument*